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V
ISITOBS

lothe
Festivalof Britainthis year
willsee . the onlyflying
saucerin

captivity— a plastic

job of six feetin
diameter,

wnicn will gyrate above the
headsof the peoplein Man
chester,Leeds, Nottingham
and

Birmingham.
-It was. in

vented by RichardLevin,
who callsit -the Ectoplat—
but he's not tellinganyone

how the sauceris keptin the
air!

DONBAKER,
of

2CH, is alwaysup to some
good work.He's been giving
free lunch-timeentertain-

mentsat factories,has just
finishedan eight-weeks' job
recordingthe voicesof spas-
tic kiddies,and now has
startedoff to see what he can

do for TB patients and TB
organisations for a 10-
minutebroadcast,to be call-
ed Round the Hospitals.Any
group who'dliketo be in it
shouldcontactDon Baker,or
his offsider,Olga Deane,at
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2CH.

THIRTY

-
EIGHT

years ago author Frank
Clune sailedout of Victoria,

BritishColumbia,in the

ship Dunsyre
for Sydney.'

With him was
an Australiant

cadet, Bill
Peters.Timej
m o ved on.
Frankchurn-I
ed out-his ;

books," Bill!
sailed the'
seas.T h i s 1

week Bill,now captainof a
ship sailingthe Pacific,drop-
ped in to see his old ship
mate,and the pair of them
did a lot of talkingabout
travel at Prince's.

There'll

be no
restrictions

on beautyin this
year's Yulunga contest.For
the first time entries ai-e not
confinedto the daughters.of
British or naturalisedBri

tish parents,but are open
also to new Australian

beauties— and, just from
casual

observation,,
they .in

clude some very tasty
i dishes.
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If theGovern

ment had plottedthe holi
day weatherover Christmas

and the New Year it couldn't

have done a betterjob of
givingpeoplea senseof the

. joy of workand the follyof
too' much leisure. Weather
bound husbandswho fore
gatheredfor a consoling

drink over the, holidays.
muttered-darkly:"A man
wouldbe betteroff at work

in this weather"— and most

of their wives agreedwith
them.

Dr.AMANDo
MARTENS, PortugueseCon

sul;
a\bachelor,

with a
charminghome on Mosman
Bay, reallylooks after his
small flock of compatriots.

On Christmas Day he enter
tained every Poi-tuguesehe

. could find in and Ground

Sydneyand had a giftfor
each.All told,he had about
40 guests.

kj OTv'lEpeoplehave
a poor senseof humor.Denis
Baker,aged12, and.his twin
sister Max'garet,struck a
chap,from one of the subur-

ban cricket ban cricket

ban cricket
clubs.He ask
ed them if
they'dlike a
couple of
tickets for

the big game,

and theysaid
"Yes"in a -

very big way.
All unsus-
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went out yesterday,bright
and earlywith theirlunches
in a

haversack,

onlyto dis
cover that the ticketswere

old ones and they were
turnedback.They were , a
very mortified and tearful,

coupleuntil Sun cricket..
writer Dick Whitington
smoothedtheir path for
them. r

Thenrma'sa
wonderful organisation to
which to belong-when you're

in trouble.A young motorist,

who'd jpst earnedhis licence,

couldn't get his car to bxxdge

on his first official excursion,

, rangup the NRMAand asked

couldthey help.' They ex
plainedthat they aided -only
members;he explained that
he hadn'thad timeto joinup,
but the NRMA stuck to its

rule. The young motorist

immediately hotfooted into
Sydney,joined up within
half an hour,dartedback
home, phoned the NRMA
again— and theywereout to
his aid in 10 minutes.

S YDNEYartist

and theatredecor designer«
Alec Mackenzie,who's done
a lot of sets for local Little
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Theatre productions,

is all of
a flurry.He's just learned

that some designs for the
Barberof Seville,which the
National Opera Company
asked him to submit, have
been accepted.Now he's off
to Melbourneto execute
them.

Con
versation

PIECE: Assixnilationinto a

new countx-yis a marvellous

thing. A Europeanwho's
been in Australia for 40.

years,but hasn't'lost his
heavyaccent,rang up a city
firm the otherday, had dif
ficultyin making himself
understood."Ah," he grum
bled afterwards."Why do
these .firms employ these
foreignerswho don't know
the language?"


